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INTRODUCTION

Safeguarding is the whole school’s responsibility.

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of this guidance
as:
1 protecting children from maltreatment.
1 preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development.
1 ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and
effective care; and
1 taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility and King Solomon
High School take a whole school approach to safeguarding. This policy applies to all staff (including
those not directly employed by this school), volunteers, and governors in this school. Our policy
and procedures also apply to extended school and off-site activities. We believe:

1 Our children/young people have the right to be protected from harm, abuse, neglect and exploitation

1 Our children/young people have the right to experience their optimum mental and physical health

9 Every child has the right to an education and children/young people need to be safe and to feel safe in
school

1 Children/young people need support that matches their individual needs, including those who may
have experienced abuse

T Our children/young people have the right to express their views, feelings and wishes and voice their
own values and beliefs

1 Our children/young people should be encouraged to respect each other’s values and support each
other

9 Our children/young people have the right to be supported to meet their emotional, social and mental
health needs as well as their educational needs. Our school will ensure clear systems and processes are
in place to enable identification of these needs. Including consideration of when mental health needs
may become a safeguarding need.

9 Our school will contribute to the prevention of abuse, risk/involvement in serious violent crime,
victimisation, bullying (including homophobic, biphobic, transphobic and cyber bullying), exploitation,
extreme behaviours, discriminatory views.

Rights of the Child

The Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms that everyone in
the UK s entitled to and contains the Articles and protocols of the European Convention on Human
Rights (ECHR) (the Convention) that are deemed to apply in the UK. Under the HRA, it is unlawful
for schools and colleges to act in a way that is incompatible with the Convention. The specific
convention rights applying to schools and colleges are:

« Article 3: the right to freedom from inhuman and degrading treatment (an absolute right)


https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/human-rights

« Article 8: the right to respect for private and family life (a qualified right) includes a duty to protect
individuals’ physical and psychological integrity

« Article 14: requires that all of the rights and freedoms set out in the Act must be protected and
applied without discrimination,

and
« Protocol 1, Article 2: protects the right to education

Schools and colleges have obligations under the Equality Act 2010. The Public Sector Equality Duty
(PSED) is found in the Equality Act. Compliance with the PSED is a legal requirement for state-
funded schools and colleges, advice on this - including on specific duties can be found here

RECOGNISING RISK

Some students are at increased risk of abuse. Some students face additional barriers with respect
to recognising or disclosing abuse. The school is committed to recognising diversity and ensures
anti-discriminatory practices. Intersectionality is the acknowledgement that everyone has their
own unique experiences of discrimination and oppression, and we must consider everything and
anything that can marginalise people — gender, race, class, sexual orientation, physical ability, etc.
We ensure that all students have the same protection.

The school gives special consideration to students who:

1 Have special educational needs (SEN) or disabilities).

1 Areyoung carers.

1 May experience discrimination due to their race, ethnicity, religion or belief, gender
identification, or sexuality, or may experience Adultification bias

9 Are atrisk of criminal or sexual exploitation, honour-based abuse or radicalisation.

=

Are asylum seekers.

1 Are known to be living in difficult situations e.g., where there are issues at home, such as:
substance abuse/misuse, mental health, or domestic violence or where a family member has
mental health needs.

9 Are atrisk due to their own mental health needs.

1 Are within the care system and are looked after or previously looked after.

ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting
harm or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused by others in a variety of situations
and environments. They may be abused by an adult or adults or by another child or children. Abuse
can take place online, or technology may be used to facilitate offline abuse.


https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/equality-act-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools

Physical abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning
or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may
also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness
in a child.

Emotional abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and
adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that they
are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another
person. It may include deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how they
communicate and them not being able to express views or feelings. It may feature age or
developmentally inappropriate expectations and interactions being imposed on children as well
as overprotection and limitation of exploration, learning or preventing the child from participating
in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another such as
witnessing domestic abuse. It may involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), causing
children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children.
Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may
occur alone.

Sexual abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities,
whether the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact,
including assault by penetration (for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as
masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside of clothing. They may also include non-
contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual images,
watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or
grooming a child in preparation for abuse. Sexual abuse can take place online, and technology can
be used to facilitate offline abuse. Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women
can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children. The sexual abuse of children by other
children is a specific safeguarding issue in education.

Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to
result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during
pregnancy, for example, as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may
involve a parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion
from home or abandonment); protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure
adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate caregivers); or ensure access to appropriate
medical care or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic
emotional needs.

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)
The ACEs acronym


https://www.eif.org.uk/report/adverse-childhood-experiences-what-we-know-what-we-dont-know-and-what-should-happen-next































































































































